THE  FORMATION  OP  ARTICULATE  SOUNDS.
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the air-passage, and cannot, therefore, as in the format:
of other resonants, form a blind expansion at one side o:
the air-passage. There is, however, no doubt that a
resonance arising from such a relation forms one of the
components of ng. We must suppose, therefore, that in
this case the vibrations are first transmitted to the soft
palate, and by the latter to the quiescent layer of air in
the cavity of the mouth, just as we explained the partici-
pation of the resonance of the nasal cavity in the for-
mation of the pure i when the nostrils are closed. If
the point of closure is slightly advanced, the portion of
the cavity of the mouth opening into the air-passage
will still be comparatively small, and we may therefore
assume that when ng is produced under these conditions
the resonance of the cavity of the mouth will still be
partly excited by the soft palate. The point at which ng
passes into n should perhaps be considered as marked
by the cessation of this action of the soft palate, and the
difiference between n and ng will therefore consist less in
the difference of the point of closure as in the partici-
pation or non-participation of the soft palate in the
production of the resonance of the cavity of the mouth.

. THE CONSONANTS.

The characteristic foundation for the formation of
that class of articulate sounds which we call consonants,
is supplied by the noises which can be voluntarily created
in the air-passages by the current of air passing through
them. It has already been shown that the cavity of the
mouth alone possesses the power of creating any number
of such noises, and that these only are capable of being
employed as articulate sounds; we shall now, therefore,
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